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to the chairman, who told him that he would send a cart to-
morrow morning to remove the offending potatoes. To-morrow
morning came and the potatoes were still there. During the
social science lesson there was much excitement and discussion
as to the next step. The class then remembered that when a
local authority failed in its duty the Procurator of Moscow could
be appealed to. It was decided to do so. Again the director
offered a suggestion. Vanya should ring up the Chairman of the
Workers' and Peasants' Inspection and tell him that unless the
nuisance was removed immediately the Procurator would be
informed. Further, he, the chairman, was to ring Vanya up when
he had done his duty. Vanya telephoned, and the chairman
promised the matter would be dealt with immediately. The
social science lesson, which was now dealing with practical mat-
ters, was over, and the children were prepared to wait for the
result until next day. At nine that night the chairman tele-
phoned Vanya, His mother replied that he was asleep, and would
not be wakened for anyone; would he please ring in the morning.
Early in the morning he telephoned Vanya and told him that
the rotting potatoes had been removed. Several days later, at
the next social science lesson which the director was taking, he
was met in the playground by the children shouting, " He's been
arrested, he's been arrested." Having for the moment forgotten
the incident, he was puzzled by their excitement. Explanations
followed, and he learnt that the man was letting his potatoes
rot deliberately, and that he had been arrested and sentenced.
Another incident was connected with history. When reading
an article in the paper on revolutionary peasants, a boy noticed
that the date of PugatcheVs Rebellion was given wrongly. The
boy considered this a serious matter. He wrote to the editor
telling him that to give wrong Information was an anti-social
act. Since the paper had some millions of readers, he was mis-
leading the workers and peasants. That was anti-Communist
behaviour. What sort of an editor of a Communist paper did he
consider himself? This typical incident was made public, when
the paper was discussing Soviet schoolchildren, and the boy's